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Information and Engagement

1. Project Study Report – Our Work
Alternatives 
Analysis
Implementation

2. Foundations for Park Planning
The Role of a Park
What We Have Learned
Program for Gateway Park

3. Community Engagement – Key Questions
Goals and Objectives 
Program 

Information to Share February 25th Workshop



1 Our Work:
Park Concept 
and Action Plan

• Site Analysis
Access
Ecology, 
Infrastructure

• Park Concept
Goals
Program Potentials
Design Opportunities

• Implementation
Costs
Funding
Operations



Process

Tonight



Schedule

Tonight’s Meeting

Alternatives

Action Plan



Outreach … Share Information … Engage … Listen … Respond

To date:
Postcards………………………………..5000
Email Blasts……………………………..Gateway Park=1200 plus 

Oakland & regional groups
Postings………………………………….libraries, community centers
Distributions……………………………..local meetings
Website Creation………………………..www.baybridgegatewaypark.org

Follow up calls………………………….over 100 calls

Outreach for Public Involvement



2 What is the Role
of a Park?

• Pleasure and Public Health
• Community Building
• Recreation 
• Bridge Anchor and Gateway
• Access to Water
• Regeneration
• Assets for Development
• Stormwater Management
• Connections



PARK HISTORY: PLEASURE AND PUBLIC HEALTH

The East Bay 
Regional Park 
District will preserve 
a priceless heritage 
of natural and 
cultural resources 
open space, parks 
and trails for the 
future and will set 
aside park areas for 
enjoyment and 
healthful recreation 
for generations to 
come. An 
environmental ethic 
guides us in all that 
we do.



PARKS: COMMUNITY BUILDING



PARK HISTORY: RECREATION



GATEWAY PARK: ANCHOR FOR A WORLD CLASS BRIDGE

If one single element bestows world-class status of the new Bay Bridge, 
it is the Self-Anchored Suspension (SAS) Span. 



PARK: BRIDGE ANCHOR AND GATEWAY



PARK: BRIDGE ANCHOR AND GATEWAY



PARK: ACCESS TO WATER



GASWORKS PARK, SEATTLE



SOCRATES SCULPTURE PARK



PARKS: REGENERATION: LANDSCHAFTSPARK DUISBERG NORD



ASSET FOR DEVELOPMENT: NOVARTIS PHARMACEUTICALS, BASEL



PARKS: STORMWATER MANAGEMENT



PARKS: CONNECTIONS



CONNECTIONS: BUFFALO BAYOU, HOUSTON



CONNECTIONS: LOCAL TRAILS



3 What have we 
learned?

• Context
• Ecology
• Site Structures,   

Easements and Utilities
• Access
• Landscape Observations



ContextCONTEXT: Place in the Bay



ContextCONTEXT: Population Density (People Per Square Mile)



ContextCONTEXT: Oakland Redevelopment Areas



CONTEXT: Land Ownership



CONTEXT: Future Land Use



• Context
• Ecology
• Site Structures,   

Easements and Utilities
• Access
• Landscape Observations

3 What have we 
learned?



ECOLOGY: Existing Ecological Conditions



3 What have we 
learned?

• Context
• Ecology
• Site Structures, Utilities, 

and Easements
• Access
• Landscape Observations



SITE STRUCTURES, UTILITIES, EASEMENTS: All Utilities



SITE STRUCTURES, UTILITIES, EASEMENTS: Bridge Alignment



SITE STRUCTURES, UTILITIES, EASEMENTS: Existing Site Conditions



3 What have we 
learned?

• Context
• Ecology
• Site Structures,   

Easements and Utilities
• Access
• Landscape Observations



AccessACCESS: Transportation Context



ACCESS: Bay Trail Facilities

Bike/Pedestrian path 
on west span of the 
Bay Bridge currently 
under study

Bike/Pedestrian path 
under construction as 
part of the new Bay 
Bridge east span



ACCESS: Bike



ACCESS: Bike



ACCESS: Bridge Uses

For Comparison: The Golden Gate Bridge

Pedestrians 250 per hour … 12 hours a day, Spring-Fall

Bicycles 220 per hour … 12 hours a day, Spring-Fall

Transit 24Routes … stop at the toll plaza

Parking 200 spaces 

Vehicles 120,000 per day      (compared to 280,000 on SFOBB)



3 What have we 
learned?

• Context
• Ecology
• Site Structures,   

Easements and Utilities
• Access
• Landscape Observations



WATER: COMMUNITY OF BRIDGES



WATER: COMMUNITY OF BRIDGES



WATER: HISTORY



TRANSPORTATION AND HISTORY



TRANSPORTATION AND HISTORY



PORT



TRANSPORTATION AND HISTORY



PROCESSION



PROCESSION



FEATURES



EXISTING BUILDINGS



EXISTING VEGETATION



LIGHT AND SOUND



SCALE COMPARISONS



BARRIERS TO ACCESS



THE MAZE



THE MAZE

112 ACRES 
or 

85 FOOTBALL 
FIELDS



UNDER FREEWAY



WEST OAKLAND



CONNECTIONS: OVER AND UNDER



GREENING



WATER



REACH



4 Program



WHAT IS A PARK PROGRAM?

69



PARK PROGRAM: WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN HERE?

Amusement Park/Rides
Amphitheater
Art
Art Events
Beach
Bike rental
Biking
Bird watching
Bocce
Bridge Anchor
Bungee jumping
Café
Community
Concerts
Dog Park
Dog walking 
Education
Events
Ferry Terminal
Fishing
Frisbee Golfing
Harbor watching
Hiking
History boards

Identity
Kayak
Kids play
Kite flying
Museum visits
Observation Points
Outdoor Movies
People Watching
Performance
Photography 
Picnic
Play - informal fields
Regeneration
Relaxing
Skateboarding
Sport – Fitness
Stormwater Management
Sunbathing
Trails
Tai Chi
Walking
Way Finding
Windsurfing
Yoga



SEEING THE BRIDGE
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PARKS: BRIDGE ANCHOR



BRIDGE ENGINEERING MARVELS



BRIDGE ARTIFACTS



BRIDGE CULTURE, LEGENDS AND MYTHS

Movies: Bampinay, The Bullitt, George of 
the Jungle, Basic Instinct, Shadow of the 
Thin Man, The Dead Pool, Pursuit of 
Happiness, Vertigo and the Graduate

Books: William Gibson’s The Bridge 
Trilogy, Little Brother

Videogames: Resistance 2 and Grand 
Theft Auto San Andreas



BIKES, BIKING AND BIKE RENTAL



HISTORY AND EDUCATION



PASSIVE RECREATION



BIRDWATCHING



ACTIVE RECREATION



BOATING



DOGS



ART



OPPORTUNITIES METRICS

REGENERATION AND SUSTAINABILITY



KIDS PLAY



AMUSEMENT PARKS, RIDES, FUN



CAFÉ AND COMMUNITY



IDENTITY - CULTURAL STRUCTURES



EVENTS, OUTDOOR MOVIES, CONCERTS



WHAT WOULD MAKE YOU LOVE THIS PARK?



5 Community 
Engagement:
Key Questions



Goals & Objectives

1. World Class Waterfront
2. Park Access
3. Community Benefits
4. Sustainability and Green Development
5. Site and Environment

Did we get it right? 
Any goals you would add?
Right objectives to accomplish these goals?



Goals & Objectives



Program



Program

Program = activities, bike/ped facilities, events, museums, cafes, 
performances, and experiences that are anticipated in the design 
for Gateway Park

1. What would bring you to the park?
2. What will set this park apart?  
3. What can happen here and nowhere else?
4. What would you like to see 

…for your neighbors, the East Bay, the Bay Area 
… and for visitors from around the world?

What program should we test? 









Program





Access – How will you get to Gateway Park?

Where will you be coming from?

How will you get there?
1. Bike or Walk
2. Public Transportation
3. Private Car









www.baybridgegatewaypark.org
contact@BayBridgeGatewayPark.org Let’s begin!



25 February 2010





ACCESS: Bike
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